FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

Dr. Benes was looked upon as a very virulent Communist; neither
.. can Dr. Schuschnigg be considered as any great friend of Stalin.
At the time that Czechoslovakia was flung to the German wolves,
Monsieur Hodza's Government could not have been more
moderate, but this did not prevent it from suffering the same fate
as the "Red" Government of Republican Spain.

One of the many obstacles in the path of the Republican Foreign
Ministry was the fact that it had to deal with a foreign diplomatic
corps consisting mainly of charges d'affaires or young and in-
experienced secretaries far below the standard which such an
exceptional situation demanded. Nearly all the heads of missions
made Saint-Jean-de-Luz a winter as well as a summer residence.
With the exception of the U.S.S.R., Mexico, Chile and Brazil,
no country was represented in Madrid by an ambassador or
minister. This abnormal situation was particularly inexplicable
in the case of France, which had at the time a Popular Front
Government. Until M. Herbette was replaced by M. Erik
Labonne, who took up his post at Barcelona, France for more than
a year was represented inside Spain by various charges d'affaires,
one of whom (whose name I do not even remember), behaved
with such impertinence and animosity, and so much like an
authentic member of the Croix de Feu, that I had to refuse him
admission to my study.

To make matters worse, the doyen of the diplomatic corps was
the Chilean Ambassador, Senor Nunez Morgado, a fervent rebel
supporter, whose Embassy had become one of the principal
strongholds of the Fifth Column. My predecessor, Senor Barcia,
in the midst of his many preoccupations, had not realized the
necessity for fixing a limit from the first for the exercise of the
rights of asylum. Although Spain was not obliged under the
terms of any agreement to respect these rights, it was natural, in
view of the bonds of friendship uniting her to her sister republics,
that she should honour a practice so deeply rooted in South
American tradition.

These rights of asylum, however, quickly became the subject of
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